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FELLOWSHIP OPPORTUNITY WITH SMITHSONIAN’S GREAT PLAINS SCIENCE PROGRAM – UAV SURVEYS
Overview:
Smithsonian Institution’s Great Plains Science Program leads several research projects associated with the use of unmanned aerial vehicles (UAVs) as tools to promote the conservation of a variety of grassland species throughout western North America. These projects include UAV-based efforts to develop effective methods for monitoring populations of prairie dogs, to detect and track endangered black-footed ferrets during nighttime surveys, and to measure habitat features used by grassland birds and other species. This research also works to integrate machine learning techniques into analyses of aerial imagery collected using UAVs to automate and streamline detection of wildlife targets.  
The Smithsonian is seeking one fellow to participate in these UAV-based projects. The fellow will collaborate with Smithsonian scientists to conduct UAV surveys, including planning of flight paths, operating UAVs, and post-processing of data collected by UAVs. The fellow will gain experience in working in grassland ecosystems and the ecology of prairie dogs, black-footed ferrets, and other grassland wildlife species. The fellow will also be expected to contribute to at least one peer-reviewed manuscript. This opportunity will require extensive travel to complete fieldwork at study sites throughout Montana, Wyoming, and South Dakota. Nighttime work will be required. Housing and other travel costs will be provided free of charge during fieldwork. The fellow will be expected to spend significant time in Montana, and preferrable be based out of Bozeman, Missoula, Helena, or Lewistown.
Required Qualifications:
· Bachelor’s degree in wildlife biology, ecology, environmental science, or related field. Engineering fields will also be considered. 
· Strong interest in UAV-based technologies as wildlife-conservation tools
· Experience piloting UAVs, preferably with multiple UAV models and payloads
· High attention to detail and willingness to adhere to changing regulations and guidelines
· Ability to work a night and under limited sleep while still performing at a high-level
· Flexibility in scheduling travel events throughout the duration of the fellowship
Desired Qualifications:
· Master’s degree in wildlife biology, ecology, environmental sciences, or related fields. Engineering fields will also be considered.
· FAA Part 107c certification to operate UAVs in the United States
· Experience designing UAV flight paths and/or post-processing of imagery collected via UAV
· High proficiency in Program R, especially data manipulation in Tidyverse packages.
· Experience living and working in remote field settings
· Experience publishing peer-reviewed journal articles as evidenced by primary authorship on articles in wildlife ecology or related fields.
Duration: June 1, 2026 – October 30, 2026, with possibility of extension based on funding.
Stipend: $3,500 per month
Location: Montana.
To Apply: Please send a cover letter, resume/CV, and contact information for references in ONE PDF DOCUMENT to Jesse Boulerice at boulericejt@si.edu. Please use the subject line “UAV Fellowship Application”. The application deadline is April 6th, 2026. 
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